Red Lodge School Board chooses
architect firm for new high school

By Bob Wallace
CON Staff Writer

During its regular
segsion Jan. 3, the Red
School Board voted unani-
mously to contract with Cel-
laborative Design Architects
of Billings for the building of
its new high school facility on
the north side of Red
as well as renovation work to
its current high school-ele-
mentary school fachity, whach
will be transformed into the
districts K-8 [acility.

Collaborative Design
Architects was most impres-
sive out of the six firms to
give presentations to the
schoal board on Dee. 20. On
ballots given to school board,
staff and new facility commit-
tee members which asked
them to select their top three
chumes Collaborative
al.re:d on 12 of 14 ballots,

was the top choice on 11

work

an
ﬂfthE 14.

The three main reasons
for the overwhelming choice
of Collaborative were: ability
to work with the district's
budget, its size, and speaker
Franklin Hill, who gave the
presentation.

Collaborative was one of
few firms to present a plan
that fit into the board’s $95
million budget.

Collaberative iz a small
firm, employing seven people.
It was the view of the board
that contracting with a small-
er firm would make for a
more personal attention to
the project.

Although this is Collabo-
rative's firet secondary achool
project, it has built several

higher education buildings
such as MSU-Billing’s College
of Business and LA buildings.
(ither projects are familiar to
most who travel to Billings
regularly, including: HuHm':
0ld Navy, Bm‘dﬁrsﬂHGP
Deering Clinic, and FHeatth
ee inie, and Hea

The hlggnat reazon for
Collaborative's impres-
sion, however, was Franklin
Hill Ph.D. Hill will be con-
tracted by the firm to provide
educational facility planning
gervices. Hill is a former edu-
cator who holds master’s
degrees in urban planning
and curriculum administra-
tion as well as a doctorate
degree in Education and
Planning. He consults on the
design of education facilities
and future trends in educa-
tion. He has planned nine of
the top 100 hagh schools cited
in a recent US News and
World Report article on edu-
cation.

*I think Franklin Hill
had a lot to do with the
choice,” Red Lodge Superin- tems,
tendent of Schools Mark Braj-
eich gaid. “They came off very

willing to listen. They dont

have any pre-conceived

]m-Hillhr le in planning th
s role in ing the
new school will begin Jan, 15-

16 when he will spend time
with Red Lodge staff, stu-
dents, and citizens to collect
information on what is
desired in the new facility,
and in the refurbishment of
existing facilities.

In order to get an idea of
amenities in new schools, the

district will take a road trip of
sorts early in February to vis-
it recently built high schools
in the region. Hill, Collabora-
tive architects, school staff
hece €t oubiis n e

C are expect-
ed to take the trip.

After meeting with com-
munity members and eduea-
tors again, Hill will process
all input, come back, and
make recommendations
about school design and
amenities.

A design for the new high
achool, as well as plans for
renovation of the existin
high school facility (future K-
E}Er;cilit}*} eould be finished by

SPTINE.

Groundbreaking and
work on the new facility could
begin this summer, In addi-
tion, renovations to the K-8
facility could begin this sum-
mer as well.

“The architects will be
working on more obvious
things (in the K-8 facility)
such as an elevator, and the

eatmﬁ and ventilation sys-
jeich said.

Ag fur the sale of bonds,
the board currently is work-
ing on an official statement
with DA Davidson. At the
board’s next meeting,
Jan. 17, it will be asked to
pass a resolution to okay the
sale of bonds.

Opening of competitive
bids for the bonds is sched-
ulad for Feb. 7. As of Feh. 8, 2
Eercent of the money will
the 9 %T:h ble'm o

5 lon is to
become available 30-60 days
from Feb. 8.



